173.   NOTES
THE ALI BROTHERS
Much information has been received during the week about
the Brothers, I have seen, too, the contradiction by the Govern-
ment. Moreover, the Brothers and Dr. Kitchlew were produced
in the balcony of the jail to an impatient and angry crowd that
had heard all kinds of ugly rumours including the reported death
of one of the Brothers, If the Magistrate's version is strictly correct,
the reports from Karachi are exaggerated. But after the produc-
tion by the authorities of Mr. Mahadev Desai's certificate of char-
acter, although they knew that Mr. Desai had suffered grie-
vously before the certificate, I discount the Magistrate's half con-
tradiction. It is at the same time true that there has been inaccu-
racy in the Karachi reports. We now see that they have not
been as inhumanly treated as the reports would lead one to believe.
But the authorities are themselves to blame if they would observe
needless secrecy about jail treatment and will not permit rela-
tives to meet them. Surely if they have nothing to hide, they
should not hesitate to permit relatives of prisoners to see them, not
as a privilege, not for the prisoners' sake, but for their own sake
when the anxious relatives suspect treatment worse than the autho-
rities are prepared to admit.
SABARMATI PRISONERS
Take for instance the Sabarmati prisoners. I understand
that the information1 given by me last week is quite accurate
and that the ill treatment refers not merely to Mr. Jairamdas
but to Maulana Hassan Ahmed and two Dharwar prisoners who
are in the same jail. The Maulana and one of the Dharwar pri-
soners, Mr. Dabhade, are old men near sixty. To punish them in
the manner they were being punished for their objection to be
searched, is surely inhuman and cannot be justified even in the
interest of "law and order" about which the Government betray
such feverish anxiety. Here is an extract from my correspondent's
letter:
Mr. Jairamdas has grown thinner.   He was allowed to read   the
Times of India and the Sind Observer by the Inspector General of Prisons,
1 Vide "Notes", 9-2-1922, under the sub-title "In the Sabarmati Jail".